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status gave him precedence over the tribe of traditional law-givers;
he thus acquired the authority to arbitrate on disputed religious
issues provided his ruling was supported by a verse from the
Quran. The decree, which was drafted by Sheikh Mubarak* was
signed by Sadr-i-Jahan (Chief Justice) Abdul Nabi and his repre-
sentatives in the states. The Mullas, headed by Makhdum-ul-Mulk,.
also lent their support to the measure. It is evident that the latter
appended their signatures to what Badaouni calls their own death-
warrant out of fear and also from a conviction that the decree
would die a natural death before long. The weight of popular
sentiment and tradition, they reckoned, was on their side. In a
letter to Mulla Tanvir, head priest of the royal mosque at Patna,
Makhdum-ul-Mulk said:
The Emperor would soon find his position untenable. The his-
tory of Islam is against him. Kings cannot be Imams. It is im-
possible to wear the crown and the simple white robes of a
preacher at the same time. The dual role assumed by the Pad-
shah bristles with contradictions. The heretic Sheikh Mubarak
has led His Majesty away from the path of traditional Islamic
practices. The spell he has cast upon the Emperor will be broken
by the inexorable impact of reality* Illegalities cannot be per-
petuated. I have agreed to sign the document for reasons of
expediency. Allah is my witness. I am not deviating from the
law of the Prophet. Sometimes it becomes necessary to compro-
mise, and even surrender, in the larger interests of the values
we all hold dear.
Makhdum-ul-Mulk little knew that his communication would be
intercepted and prove to be a valid reason for Akbar to sentence
him to death. Abdul Nabi too did not live long after the decree-
was passed. Akbar could tolerate differences of opinion, but not
disloyalty. He did not become Imam-i-Adil to invite ridicule on
himself as a King.
Debates   in the Ibadatkhana now became more restrained.
Akbar and his personal adviser, Abul Fazl, set the tune; they in-
*Sheikh Mubarak, father of Abul Faiz Faizi and Abul Fazl, traced his^
descent from an Arab darvesh of Yemen. He was a resident of Nagor,,
a small town to the north-west of Ajmer. Abul Faiz was born at Nagor*
in 1547 and Abul Fazl on 14 January 1551.